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2$ August 19‘>9 

i’MCRAKDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

i S HJTCT: Annex to the Report of DCI Ad Roc Panel on Status 

of the Sorlet IC2M Progran 

1. Tfaa Panel re -emphasises tbs unique iwportaroe of TAUDHT phatt graphy» 
1 resource represents the only reliable scans for locating Soviet sc ssile 
t tes # and should be placed on the highest national priority . Specifically, 
i « rec amend the early coverage of rail lines in tbs POLYAHCfY URAL an <\ 

• t the most likely prototype operational deploys* eft facility for Soviet 
I IMSo 

2o As an outstanding example of the elgnlflcanee of TAUNT rta;a r 
t.>s continuing existence of only a single launch pad at TTUtA TAM is m-ted 
1 the recent TAUBIT photography » This feet, vhile completely unexp.tc d, 
e '.cars a Judgement to be eade that the extreuely largs fixed launching 
f lllty is not an essential part of their operational deployment ay ft* <„ 

V rtler, the single launch facility coupled with the relatively shor: 
periods hetveen several launchings indicates a highly efficient appmar » 
t r - check-out and launch of large ulsslles* 

3c Additionally, tbs TAUNT aircraft possessor altitude capab:.lj ties 
v: .ch nake it a unique platform for the reliable acquisition of high qt Lllty 
t lenetry data prior to first stags burnout on TOTBA TAM ZCBM launching *<> 

S'h data is of axtresH importance in dstendnlng 1C PM characteristic a. 
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Vit rtrcngly neoHHDi that peripheral flights of this aircraft to i»c jul re 
i 't ( teleaetry data ha continued? We also recognise the importance of 
i i lining data on the ternlnal end of an ICBM flight? Such data should 
t-u acquired In addition to but not at the expense of the above telenrtry 

C 5 . .o 

4o In riev of the improving Soviet air defense effort, we believe 
i ) r. the utilisation of tbs aircraft nay soon be llsdted to peripheral 
c at ions? Therefore, we racoansad that ClAs 

a o Conduct additional high priority overflight s 
as soon and as often as possible « 

bo MJce plans now for Increased applications <t this 
aircraft to peripheral operations? 

Co Intensify present plans to provids a replacsnsut, 
including improved ve hie lea and reconnaissance satellites.. 



SIGNED 

L„ Ao lYLAJD 

Cbairnar 
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25 August 1959 

M5M0RAXSUM FGB: Director of Control Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Annex to the Report of SCI Ad Hoe faael on Statue 

of the 8orlet XCBM Pragma 



1. 9w Panel rs-esghaslsas the unique l^ortuw of TAIBIT photography* 
Tills resource represents the only reliable asaas for locating Soviet Missile 
sites, and should be placed on the highest national priority* Specifically, 
vo recanmend tbs early coverage of rail lines In the PQLXARMT' IBAL area 

as the nost likely p r o t o ty pe operational deplcgnsent facility for 8ovlet 

\ 

ICBMs. 

2. As an outstanding enable of the significance of TAZHT data, 
tbs continuing existence of only a single launch pad at TXtBA TAM la noted 
In the recent 7ALBRS photography* This fact, vhlls eoepletely unexpected, 
•’-lows a Judgment to ho node that the extreaely large fixed launching 
facility la not an essential part of their operational deployment aystea. 
further, the single launch facility coupled with the relatively short 
periods between several launchings indicates a highly efficient approach 
to check-out sad launch of large utssUas* 

3* Additionally, the TAUEVT aircraft possesses altitude capabUltlea 
which sake it e unique platfom for the reliable acquisition of high quality 

m 

telenstry data prior to first stags burnout on YCTBA SAM XCBM launchings* 

Such data is of extrens Importance la dsteradnlng XCBM eharactsrl sties. 
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Ve strongly neoBud that peripheral flights of this aircraft to acquire 
such telenstry data bo continued. Us also recognise the lnportanee of 
obtaining data on tbs terminal and of an XCBM flight* Such data Should 
be acquired in addition to but not at the expanse of the abort telenstry 

data. 

4 0 In view of the Improving Soviet air defense effort, no believe 
that the utilisation of the aircraft nay soon be Halted to peripheral 
operations, therefore, ve reoonasnd that CIA: 

• • 

a* Conduct additional high priority overflights 
as soon and os often as possible* 

b. Make plans new for inexeausd applications of this 
aircraft to peripheral operations. 

e. Intensify present plans to provide a rsplaosnsnt. 

Including improved vahlelss and rsconaal seance satellites. 

SIGNED 

l. a. mum 

Chalrnan 


